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PCS Fire Unit Management Team

« 6 X Forestry degrees

* 5 X environmental science degrees — (plus
3 BSc degrees in the Fire crew)

« One Masters and one Doctorate

- 10 Overseas d I Oz liaison x 3
 Over 330 yea ire,
experience = “Tmm——
-Board Director of‘th-e.Au§t__laS|an Flre
Authorities Council

*ACT representative on two Ministerial
Standing Committees/and sub’committees
*Nationally and Internationally. recognlsed
1 X PSM,

«1x National Emergency Medal,

3 X Humanitarian Qverseas Medals,

5 x National Medal,

5 X ACTRFS Emergency Medal and

8 X ACTRFS Long Service medals.




Fire is a significant risk —to EPSDD, staff
and the Territory
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Standby and Rosters 16-17

Readiness

Level 2

Level 3

Level 1 Level 4& 5
Level (51 people)
FDI 0-11 12-24 25-49 >50
: Mobile In : . . At designated
Zones Units Units Mobile In zone Units g .
zone standby point
Tanker (P11) Tanker (P11) Tanker (P11)
Tanker (P12) Tanker (P12) Tanker (P12)
Available for callout via CAFS (P15C) CAFS (P15C) CAFS (P15C)
North PCS Duty Co-ordinat : ; -
uty Lo-ordinator Light (P21) Light (P21) Light (P21)
Light (P20) Light (P20) Light (P20)
1 Officer 1 Officer 1 Officer
Tanker (P10) Tanker (P10) Tanker (P10)
Tanker (P14) Tanker (P14) Tanker (P14)
Tanker (P16) Tanker (P16) Tanker (P16)
South égﬂg%ﬁﬁy?ﬁﬁgﬂ%ﬁgﬂﬁ Tanker (P17) Tanker (P17) Tanker (P17)
Light (P22) Light (P22) Light (P22)
Light (P25) Light (P25) Light (P25)
1 Officer 1 Officer 1 Officer
Med (P30) - Googong Med (P30) - Googong Med (P30) - Googong
Light (P24) Light (P24) Light (P24)
- Available for callout via Light (P26) Light (P26) Light (P26)
PCS Duty Co-ordinator Light (P27) Light (P27) Light (P27)
Medium (P31) Medium (P31) Medium (P31)
2 Officers 2 Officers 2 Officers

Times

N/A

1200 - 1800

1100 - 1900

1000 — 2000
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ESA can issue directives, offence to not compl
with directive (Sectlons 81, 82, 83, 84)
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The BOP applies to >80% of the ACT - all land
managed by PCS as well as;
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Fire on EPSDD web



http://www.environment.act.gov.au/parks-conservation/bushfire_management
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/parks-conservation/bushfire_management
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-recreation/bushfire_management

Bushfire Operations Plan
2016-2017




BOP Overview and Comparison

2015-16 2016-17

Count Km Ha Count Km Ha
Access Construction 2 5
Access Maintenance 31 252 60 270
Access Upgrade 5 73 2 2
Access Vegetation 30 249 26 202
Chemical 33 56 381 35 257 153
Grazing 74 6041 72 6041
Slashing 252 5511 246 4733
Physical Removal 54 468 58 549
Prescribed Burns 54 6,781 19 7,343
Prescribed Burns (RFS) 8 148 6 106
Cultural Burn 20
Ecological Burn 16 252
Grand Total 543 635 19,330 542 731 19,200




2016-2017 BOP

* Incorporates the Lower Cotter Catchment
(including Blue Range) work

Continuation of Auditor-General
Recommendations (Bushfire & LCC)

Increased focus on chemical treatment of re-
growth following trittering

Includes the Murumbung Rangers initiative.
Advertising of burns



Community Engagement

Updated webpages
with improved
content



Community Engagement

facebook

ACT Parks is launching a 3-prong attack on social
media to engage with the public

Fire Mgt Unit also presents fire management
education sessions to Year 5/6 students



Community Engagement

' Heading Description Symbol
Spring 2015, Autumn 2016 (for Prescribed burn likely to be implemented during this period of time.

i example)

L
Scheduled Prescribed burn is being planned far the next fortnight, if suitable (weather and fuel moisture) conditions exist.

]

L]

1 In progress Prescribed burn has commenced. Crews are lighting the burn, flames and smoke may be visible.

]
Patrol Flames and smoke may be visible. Crews will patrol and manitor burn until no smoke is visible for at least 24 hours.
Prescribed burn completed Prescribed burn has been completed: Patrols have ceased; Mo smoke or lames have been seen for a minimum of 24

hours.




Community Engagement

» Smart Form

» Public can sign up and receive email updates



Community Engagement

» Established partnership with Asthma Australia

Asthma and
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» Sharing of information and knowledge

» https://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/act/about-
asthma/manage-your-asthma



https://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/act/about-asthma/manage-your-asthma
https://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/act/about-asthma/manage-your-asthma

Community Engagement

» Created Asthma and Bushfire Smoke Brochure:



Community Engagement

» Information about our program and direct link to our
website is now on their website and vice-versa

Asthma & Bushfire Smoke

Bushfire smoke and smoke from prescribed burning activitie Keep up-to-date on the prescribed burn schedule here

trigger for people with asthma and other respiratory conditi

important to be prepared and know how to respond if you Sign up to receive notification emails here

smoke.

Prescribed burning occurs across the ACT by ACT Parks and Conservation
Service and the ACT Rural Fire Service. Prescribed burns reduce fuel hazard,
assist in the protection of assets (natural, cultural, and/or built), our rural
landscape and our water supply. They can promote ecological diversity, and
improve fire fighter safety by reducing fuels in strategic areas.

Prescribed burns generally occur in spring or autumn but can occur in other
parts of the year if suitable conditions exist. Every effort will be made to

conduct the burn in weather conditions that will mipseissthaisanact ok

smoke on residents. Fire managers are constantly m what do I dﬂ?

ensure that burns will not adversely affect the comnj

Tips to stay safe and well if there is bushfire

smoke n your area:




Community Engagement

How does ACT Parks and Conservation Service determine if it is suitable to implement a prescribed
burn on a given day?

PCS uses a decision support tool called the Prescribed Bumn Decision Suppoert Tocol. Using 150 31000 Risk Management — Principles and guidelines, the tool provides a
risk framework for consistent and quantifiable decision-making for prescribed burms. The decision suppoert tool is utilised prior to each prescribed bumn to assist fire managers
in determining whether it is suitable to implement a bum on any given day. This process is repeated each day if the bumn is scheduled to continue. The tool takes into

Current activities

Last updated: Thursday 17 November 2016

+ The Gilmore bum (6 ha) and Stromlo Forest Park bum (35 ha) have been completed.

= Fire Managers will continue planning prescribed burns, however the exact time frames of implementation will depend on subsequent rain,
drying of proposed bum areas, and sufficient grass curing.

= For detailed information of all burns, please check the interactive map below by clicking on a specific burn area.

+ Follow ACT Parks on Twitter to leamn about Parks activities and upcoming bums (real-time updates provided during bums, when operationally
feasible).

prescribed burn scheduling. There are a number of ways to stay informed; you can subscribe to regular updates by emailing [ communityengagement@act gov.au |
subscribe to the RSS Feed or follow us on Twitter.

ACT Parks and Conservation Service works closely with the Asthma Foundation and we recommend people follow their tips on preparing for smoke in your area.

If | see smoke what should | do?

It is commen for flame and smoke to be visible following the completion of the bumn, which can be caused by stumps and heavy logs in the interior of the bumn. It is
important to continue to allow fuels to be consumed in order for the fire hazard to be reduced, and this may include when bumns appear to be unattended. Pricr to leaving a
prescribed bumn, PCS undertakes a full risk assessment to determine whether it is appropriate to leave the bum unattended. For this to cccur, the bumn is required to be
extinguished up to 20 metres arcund the perimeter to reduce the risk of escape. Fire managers within PCS will revisit the site to monitor the burmn until no smoeke is visible

for 24 hours. If something locks out of the ordinary, please call Triple Zero (000).
L




Prescribed Burn and Fire Intelligence

» Gaining weather and fire behaviour intelligence for
specific areas across the ACT to build a clearer picture:

1 a2l ! _ 1 A A _ @ =
Tempera WindSpe Drought CloudCo Dew Haines
Date ture RH WindDir ed Factor Curing ver Point Index FFDI
15-Nov-16 04:00 AM 55 100 102.4 37 1.5 10 71 55 6 0
15-Nov-16 05:00 AM 5 100 1457 31 1.5 10 71 50 6 0
15-Nov-16 06:00 AM 4.7 100 165.8 22 1.5 10 68.7 47 6 0
15-Nov-16 07:00 AM 6.2 100 153 29 1.5 10 66.4 6.2 6 0
15-Nov-16 08:00 AM 8.1 88 136.1 41 1.5 10 64 6.2 6 0
15-Nov-16 09:00 AM 10.3 76.9 119 33 22 10 60.7 64 6 0
15-Nov-16 10:00 AM 12.7 64.3 3232 33 3 10 57.4 6.1 6 1
15-Nov-16 11:00 AM 15.3 50.7 326.9 6.1 37 10 54 51 6 2
15-Nov-16 12:00 PM 17.9 38.1 3261 59 37 10 61.3 34 6 3
15-Nov-16 01:00 PM 19.9 322 330.3 6.7 37 10 68.7 28 6 4
15-Nov-16 02:00 PM 206 326 359.4 76 37 10 76 36 6 4
15-Nov-16 03:00 PM 19.9 36.3 24 6.8 37 10 78.3 45 6 3
15-Nov-16 04:00 PM 19.9 379 299 47 37 10 80.7 51 6 3
15-Nov-16 05:00 PM 19.8 39.2 243.4 46 37 10 83 55 6 3
15-Nov-16 06:00 PM 19.6 419 251.2 43 37 10 71.4 6.3 6 2
15-Nov-16 07:00 PM 18.8 50.8 264.3 6.7 37 10 59.7 8.4 6 2
15-Nov-16 08:00 PM 16.5 56.8 257.4 8.1 37 10 48 79 6 1
15-Nov-16 09:00 PM 14.3 67.7 260.7 93 37 10 37.4 8.4 6 1
15-Nov-16 10:00 PM 12.8 76.7 267.5 87 a7 10 268 88 6 1
15-Nov-16 11:00 PM 11.6 83.4 2492 73 37 10 16.2 89 6 0
16-Nov-16 12:00 AM 10.2 90.9 240.3 65 37 10 18.6 88 6 0
16-Nov-16 01:00 AM 95 94 1 2291 5 37 10 213 86 6 0
16-Nov-16 02:00 AM 88 93.4 173.5 56 37 10 24 78 6 0
16-Nov-16 03:00 AM 79 100 1657.7 52 37 10 20.3 79 6 0
16-Nov-16 04:00 AM 6.9 100 174.3 57 37 10 16.7 6.9 6 0
16-Nov-16 05:00 AM 6.3 100 169.1 56 37 10 13 6.3 6 0
16-Nov-16 06:00 AM 58 99.9 165.4 54 37 10 1.7 58 6 0
16-Nov-16 07:00 AM 8 86 161.5 52 37 10 10.3 58 6 0
16-Nov-16 08:00 AM 10.9 85.7 152 52 37 10 9 86 6 0




CHALLENGES
Changing nature of fire management — cu
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